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Mount Piper is an area of outstanding environmental significance. It is currently the focus
of study of a ‘threatened Butterfly Community ', Mount Piper has the only known occurrence
of ‘Butterfly Community No. 1 * listed under Victoria’s Floro and Fauna Guarantee Act, 1988,
The butterfly assemblage includes two rare Lycacnidae, Acrodipsas brishanensiy and A.
myrmecophifa. A combination of legislation, public involvement. regional planning and
sponsorship, supported by State and Commonwealth funding for management and rescarch
respectively, have greatly assisted with the understanding and long term conservation of this
unique environment, [JCammunity, Lycaenidae, Acrodipsas, Anl-biue, butterfly, ant, hill-
topping, Flora and Founa Guaransee, Critical Habitar
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Muunt Piper is a steep, solitary mountain rising
from 230m to 440m above an undulating plain
between the Tallarook and Mount William ranges
incentral Victoria (37°12°S, 145°0°E). The cone-
shaped mountain is a distinctive local landmark
and natural backdrop for Broadford township
where it features on the Shire’s logo. The Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources
manages the Mount Piper Education Reserve of
56 ha. which incorporates most of the mountain.

Mount Piper is a guartz plug or epithermal
deposit of quartz and other minerals deposited by
hot solutions. The quartz capping at the summit
is localised. 1t is virtually an ‘island’ of natral
bnshland surrounded by predominantly cleared
agricultural land. Remnant bushland on private
land links native vegetation on the mountain with
roadside and streamside vegeiation, providing
smportant wildlife habitats,

The vegetation on Mount Piper is a mosaic of
open forest and woodland dominated by Strin-
gvbark, Peppermint, Box and [ronbark eucalypts
(Ashton, 1976; Cameron et al.. 1992). Scattercd
clumps of Red Stringybark, Eucaivprus macro-
rhyncha F.Muell. ex Benth. subsp. macro-
rhyneha and small groups of live, partly dead and
dead Lightwood, Acacia implexa Benth., oocur
on the summit. Small, naturally grassy patches
with lichen-covered bouolders and rock outcrops
alsa occur. Total summit area is about 2000m-=.

Mast of Mount Piper is naturally vegctated
although there is evidence of past habitat distur-
bances. These include tree clearing or trimming
of sight lines for the trigonometric station and

around communication towers on the summit, the
construction of a steep access road to a radio shed
built just below the summit, selcctive timber cut-
ting, wood collecting, bushwalking, horse riding.
trail bike riding. vehicular access, and the in-
vasion of introduced plants (e.g. Centauriumsp.),
grasses and thistles, livestock, feral goats and
rabbits.

Briefly during the laie 19405, Mount Piper was
a source of timber for firing boilers at the local
Broadford paper mill. Originally, the mill used
black coal but later the mmill used timber and then
brown coal. Earlier, two underground mine wn-
nels and 2 minc shaft were constructed and
operated in scarch of antimony and gold. An-
timony was mined from 1939 1o 1945 but proved
unprofitable (Marshall, 1992, pers. comm.).

Mount Piper is an valuable scientific and
cducational rcsource. It is currently a focus for
butterfly conservation in Victoria.

SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE

Mount Piper 15 recognised for is butterfly
diversity and its rure and threatened butterfly
species. The attraction of the isolated mountain
landscape for hill-topping butterflics and moths
makes Mount Pipzr an important site for monitor-
ing the abundance of sigmficant, hill-topping
species. Hill-topping is an effective means of
mate location and is an integral part of the lifc
eycles of many butterflies and moths (New,
1991).

Other special features include s interesting
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BUTTERFLY SPECIES CONSERYATION(LOCAL & STATE) & Recorded
Trapezites phigalioides Watethouse common, resident X
Trapezites phigalia phigalia (Hewitson)* common, resident X
Trapezites lutews lateus (Tepper) fucalised, resident
Dispar compacia (Buder) common, resident +
Sigueta flammeata (Butler) sparse, resident X
Taractrocera papyria papyria (Boisduval) commeon, resident
Ucybadistes walkeri sothis Waterhouse spirse, possible resident
Papilio anactus W S, Macleay common, vagranl X
Papilia demaleus sthenelus W.S. Macleay rare, vagrant X
Delias aganippe (Donavan) common, resident X +
Delias harpalyee (Donovan) common, resident X +
Anuphaels jara teuwtonia (Fabricius) )commnn, vagraat
Fieris rupae rapme (Linnacus) COMIMon, vagrang X +
Appias panling epo (Boisduval) rare, migriory vagrant X
Eurema smilux (Donovan) rare, mignitory vigrant
Geitonenra Kugii kugii (Guéan-Méneville) comnion, resident X +
Heteranymplia merope merope | Fabricing) comnion, resident X +
Vanessa kershawi (McCoy) common, possihle resident X +
Vanesso itea (Fubricius) common, vagrant X
Acraca andromacha andromacha (Fabricius) rare, miyralory vagrini X
Junaonia villida calvbe (Godart) commeon, resident
Darnaus chrysippus peiidia {Stolly sparse, vagrant X
Acrodipsas brishanensis cyrilus (Anderson & Spry) rare, possible resident. FEG listed. Rare (Vic) X
Acrodipsas myrmecoplila (Waterhouse & Lyell) rare. possible resident. FFG histed X
Hypachrysops delicia delos (Waterbouse & Lyel) cotnmon, possible resident X
| Ogyris olane peela Waterhouse common, resident X
| Ogvris genoveva genoveva (Hewitson) rare, possible resident X
Ogvris abrota Westwood localised., resident
Neolucia agricola agricala (Westwood) | sparse. possible resident X
| Theclinesthes miskint miskini (T.P. Lucas) sparse, possible resident X
Theclinesthes serpentata serpetara {Hernch-Schiifler) [ conmon, vagrant X
Lampides boeticus (Linnagus) sparsc, vagrant X
Zizinia labradns labradus (Godart) common, resident X
Nacaduba biocellara biocellata (Semper) common, resident X
Candalides hvacinthinns simplex (Tepper) rire, vagrani X
Lucia lunharia Swainson oceasionally common, otberwise sparse, resident
Jalmeuns evagors evagoras {Donovan) localised, resident
Jalwenns icilivs Hewitson rure, gesident
DIURNAL MOTHS
Comvcrus behri (Angus) 'common, resident X
Phalarnoides glycine Lewis conmimon, vagran! X

Eutrichupidia lutinns { Donovan) common, possible resident X
Svnemon plana Walker occusionally connnos. otherwise sparse, resident

Nyvctemera amica (White) common, resident X
Asitra Ivdia (Jonovin) common, possible resident X
Utetheisa pulchelloides Hampson common, possible resident X
Pollanisus viridipalverulenta (Guénn-Méneville) common, possible resident X
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invertebrate conservation. It also demonstrates
the importance of integrated land management
based on an understanding of an arca’s ccology,
rather than coneentrating on individual species or
being restricted by land tenure.

Consecutive seasons of invertebrate surveys,
monitoring and research at Mount Piper have
provided significant information on the inver-
tebrate community, important species and
habitat characteristics. This work is considerably
cnhanced by comparative butlerfly surveys at
other potentially important mountain sites. Key
covironmental features identitied include
naturally vegetated mountain landseapes, all suc-
cessional stages of eucalypts and acacias, decay-
ing ground timbcer, stumps and leafl liter,
mistletoes, native grasses and scdges.

Increased community awareness, improved
hilltop munagement. maintenance of vegetation
i a range ol successional stages and a study of
ant species disinibutions and ccology within the
habitat form the basis for future munagement and
conservation of the threatened butterfly species
and community at Mount Piper, Understanding
relationships between Acrodipsas bulterflies and
ants will also assist recognition of habitat require-
ments of these rare and threatened species. Con-
tinuing active support of local people, intercst
groups and scienusts 15 also needed to ensure the
long term conscrvation of this unique ecological
community,
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